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CHERRYDALE

WALKABOUT

Named after the cherry orchards planted here by early settlers in the 1800s, 
Cherrydale soon grew into a commuter railroad hub and convenient stop along 
nearby thoroughfares, complete with a quaint downtown and charming early 
20th century homes. Today’s Cherrydale has a reputation for neighborhood 
pride and civic activism and remains a crossroads of major roadways, trail 
networks, and transit routes.

TERRAIN
Hilly, residential sidestreets and parkland, 
divided by a busy commercial corridor
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Dorothy Hamm Middle School
This middle school occupies historic 

Stratford Junior High School, which, in 
1959, became the first integrated 

public school in Virginia. An installation 
on the southwest side of campus 
commemorates this milestone.

Cherrydale Library
Originally located on Langston 
Blvd, this popular branch was 

founded by the League of 
Women Voters in 1922 and 

opened here in 1960.

Downtown Cherrydale/Drug Fair Sit-In
On June 9, 1960, six students and one employee 
challenged discrimination by beginning a lunch 
counter sit-in on this site, maintaining their vigil 
despite counter-demonstrations and abuse. The 

action of these seven helped bring about the 
desegregation of lunch counters throughout 

Arlington and ultimately contributed to passage 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Monument View
With an unobstructed view of the Washington 

Monument, this spot offers a hyper-local 
option for watching 4th of July fireworks.

La Union Grocery
This family-owned international

grocery store has served the 
neighborhood for more than 

20 years.

Cherrydale Firehouse
Constructed in 1919, listed 

on multiple historic 
registers, and active until 
2011, this iconic brick fire 

station remains a community
gathering place.
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Cherrydale Hardware / 
Masonic Lodge

Masonic Lodge No. 42 meets 
monthly on the second floor 
of this flagship “downtown” 
business, a neighborhood 

institution since 1938.

Cherrydale-Maywood 
Mural

Mounted on track bars 
from the original railroad 
that separated these two 

neighborhoods, this 
six-panel commissioned 
artwork features scenes 

from both neighborhoods.
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