ARLINGTON’S BLACK HERITAGE

This walk celebrates the continuing journey of African-American residents of Arlington,

whose lived experience intersects with the County history at every turn. From
enslavement to freedom, separate but equal to integration, discrimination to
courageous resistance, the legacy of Arlington’s Black Heritage lives in the churches,
schools, monuments, public spaces, and historic sites included in this walk —and
throughout the County. This walk was created in partnership with the Black Heritage
Museum of Arlington. This map captures only a fraction of Arlington’s many Black

to explore additional sites around the County.

Heritage sites. Visit https://www.arlingtonva.us/About-Arlington/Black-History-Month
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Harry W. Gray House

Born into slavery at Arlington House to parents Thornton and
Selina Gray, Harry worked as a bricklayer, firefighter, and
Department of Interior messenger after the Civil War. He

applied his skills in masonry to build this Italianate rowhouse,

now listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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St. John’s Baptist Church :6}:\
Founded in 1903, Arlington’s oldest ’?9/‘7\
standing church and one-time school | Towers
for “the Colored” has held services | Park
at this location since 1908. Its oth St S
congregants include a who's who of

African-Americans active in County

leadership past and present. 0

Selina Gray Square
Enslaved at Arlington House, home of
Confederate General Robert E. Lee,
Gray is credited with saving some of
George Washington’s heirlooms when
Union soldiers occupied the property
= in 1861. Selina, her husband, and eight
5 children were freed in 1862 and
% | continued to live at Arlington House
C before settling in Green Valley.
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George Washington Carver Park

This park marks the site of the George Washington Carver
Cooperative Apartments, designed by prominent African-American

Mostly flat with sidewalks,

marked crossings, and signaled
intersections

Freedman'’s Village Bridge
Named for the government settlement
that housed freed formerly enslaved
people following Emancipation, this
bridge honors the residents who
transformed Freedman’s Village into
a thriving neighborhood over its
30-year history, from dedication

in 1863 to closure in 1900.
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architect Albert J. Cassell and built as government housing for
those forced to leave Freedman’s Village for construction of the
Pentagon. Residents bought the complex in 1949, turning it into a

wholly African-American owned-and-operated cooperative.

Mount Olive Baptist Church
This resilient institution survived multiple moves and name changes, from
its 1863 founding as Antioch Baptist Church in Freedman’s Village to
Southwest DC, to its 1879 return to Arlington as Mount Olive on the
present-day Pentagon reservation, and finally to this location in 1942.
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Hoffman-Boston Elementary School
Built in 1916 by Noble Thomas, the first African-American to construct a public
building in Virginia, the school is named for principals of two African-American
schools and originally served grades 1-8. Middle and high school students attended
class here from the late 1930s until 1964, when Arlington desegregated its school
system. Today’s diverse student body spans pre-K through 5th grade.

Army Navy Country Club (private)
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