
BALLSTON/VIRGINIA SQUARE

WALKABOUT

Once a rural crossroads, present-day Ballston is Arlington’s western-most 
“downtown”—a multimodal transportation hub, densely populated neighborhood,
and lively destination for shopping, dining, and entertainment. Just one Metro
stop east of bustling Ballston is Virginia Square, anchored by Metro, George 
Mason University’s Mason Square campus, and the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Arlington. Taken together, these two urban villages offer live-work-play 
attractions and commuting options for every walk of life.

TERRAIN
Fairly flat with sidewalks, accessible 
walkways, and plentiful pedestrian 
amenities

LEARN MORE
WalkArlington.com/Walkabout

Visit Car-Free Near Me™

(www.carfreenearme.com) for 
all your transportation options. 
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Welburn Square/Ballston Quarter 
Pedestrian Bridge

Home to Arlington’s first sidewalk, downtown 
Ballston is an all-weather walkers’ paradise, 
with sidewalks outside, walkways indoors, 

and an enclosed footbridge overhead!

Ellen’s Trace
This landscaped garden 

walkway celebrates longtime
County leader Ellen Bozman’s

contributions in areas 
ranging from human rights 

to affordable housing.

Transportation History Walk
Interpretive signs along this corridor beckon 

walkers down Arlington’s multimodal 
memory lane, from car barns and electric 
trolleys to Metrorail and the Custis Trail.

Ballston Transit Plaza
Myriad multimodal options provide 
connections to everyday destina-

tions, including workplaces, 
residences, seasonal farmers 
markets, and annual festivals.

University Row
Whether for 

research, 
instruction, or 

administration,
institutions of 

higher learning 
from Virginia Tech 

to Marymount 
to George 

Washington 
University have 

campuses in 
Ballston.

Art Walk
Housed in the historic 

Maury School, the 
Museum of Contemporary

Art Arlington offers 
multimedia exhibitions, 

studio space, classes, and 
a perfect starting point to 

wander other nearby 
galleries and art studios.

Ballston Quarter
Topped by an ice 

skating/hockey facility that 
includes the Washington 

Capitals practice rink, this 
popular gathering place 

features shops, restaurants, 
theaters, and open space.
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https://www.walkarlington.com/walkabouts-maps/
https://www.carfreenearme.com/

